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Going
back to

where the current
TF-51D market began —

Gordon Plaskett airborne
in his TF-51D during 1977.

WE VISIT AIRMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES AND
CAL PACIFIC
AIRMOTIVE — THE
WORLD’S LEADING
TF-51D RESTORERS

BY
MICHAEL
O’LEARY

“Hey, Gordon — you’re right, it is
blind back here!” I was
ensconced in the backseat of

Gordon Plaskett’s freshly-restored TF-51D
Mustang N4151D. Gordon had the Merlin
up and running and we had just started to
taxi to the active at King City Airport in
California’s central coastal valley. The
Merlin exhausts were doing there usual
banging and crackling as we S-turned to

the run-up area —
my rudder pedals
and stick moving
accordingly with
Gordon’s inputs. I
had heard stories
from instructors that
had flown the TF in
the USAF and ANG
on the lack of visibil-
ity from the rear
seat while on the
ground and they

always liked the Mustang,” stated Gordon.
“I mean, who wouldn’t? However, I never
thought I would own one but the idea
began to stick in my mind and that even-
tually led me down a road that, once I
started on it, I could not stop.”

During the 1970s, there were still pock-
ets of Mustangs spares, damaged airframes,
Merlins, and other bits and pieces essential
for rebuild projects scattered around the
USA. Prices were going up, but not that
badly. For example, if an owner had a rea-
sonably maintained P-51D then he
usually felt there was little
reason for

acquiring, let’s say, a spare wing, radiator,
canopy, etc. We must remember that at
this point there were really no nose-to-tail
Mustang restorations. Most of the flying
examples had been maintained in airworthy
condition following their surplus sale from
USAF or RCAF stocks. So, there basically was
no stockpiling of what would
become extremely
valuable bits.

Gordon reasoned that if he was going
to have a Mustang, then he would have
to start acquiring components to build up
his own airplane. This led him to visiting
various airports where parts were stored.
He was able to negotiate some good
prices and began trucking the bits and

pieces back to King City.
Through his business activi-

ties, he began look-

ing at what was left of the Mustang fleet
in Central and South America, but one
particularly fortuitous visit to Haiti proved
to be most profitable. He was able to pro-
cure several Haitian airframes and move
them to California.

Pretty soon Gordon had Mustangs
parts — lots and lots of Mustang parts. His

hangar overflowed. His
ramp was full of
crates. He was even
renting space in

downtown

Rotating jig greatly aids the workers as they complete a TF-51D fuselage at Cal Pacific.
Art “Mr. TF-51D” Teeters with Kermit
Weeks’s P-51A restoration in the background.

were dead accurate. Even though the
California sun was beating its way
through the enlarged bubble canopy, the
rear seat was blind — and I mean Helen
Keller blind.

The year was 1977 and Gordon’s
restoration was the result of several years
of hard work. The TF-51D — in both
North American and Temco production
— was a very limited item and at this
point in the civilian history of the P-51
there were few owners that wanted a
dual-control Mustang. After all, who
wanted to give instruction in a P-51? Also,
most owners thought that big bubble
somewhat marred the Mustang’s other-
wise sleek lines.

Gordon ran a very active crop-dusting
outfit at King City with a fleet of Stearman
biplanes but by the date of our flight, he
had become consumed by the Mustang —
and in a good way.
“I had


