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THE COMBAT EXPLOITS
OF RECONNAISSANCE ACE
MAJOR JOHN H. HOEFKER

BY TOM IVIE

The sleek lines of the F-6A are very well portrayed in this photograph of
USAAF 43-6165 (originally built as a P-51A-10-NA) at Chalgrove Aerodrome,
Cheshire, England. This aircraft was the fifth conversion (it is interesting to
note that all five were destroyed — given the idea of the hard usage and
enemy opposition). Assigned to the 107th TRS, it carries 30 camera
symbols on the cowl to denote missions, the aircraft has the name Ruth
directly below the windscreen. The aircraft was written off in Germany on 10
September 1944 when shot down by flak some 8-mi west of Cologne, Germany.
The pilot escaped by parachute but was taken prisoner by the Germans. In the
cockpit is Boardman C. Reed who, when he got time off as the commander of a B-17
squadron, would visit other units and fly their aircraft. (B.C. Reed)

John Hoefker in the cockpit of his F-6C. All photo recon
Mustangs in the ETO were issued
priority orders to be the first
aircraft to receive the new
Malcolm Hoods.

Upon joining the military, Hoefker was
sent to King City, California, for primary
flight training.

order to find and plot enemy formations
and installations for the ground troops.
Even at these low altitudes, encounters
with enemy fighters were not uncommon,
and quite a few enemy pilots paid the ulti-
mate price when they tried to bounce
these “unsuspecting” targets.

Like so many other young men during
the late 1930s and early 1940s, John
Hoefker was beginning his life in the busi-
ness world. In his case it was joining with
his father in the family meat market in
Covington, Kentucky. Even with the Great
Depression starting to alleviate a bit, life
was still hard for most Americans.
However, as the possibility of war looked
more and more imminent John began to
give some thought as to how he would
serve. Already the thought of being an
infantryman had been rejected and the
thought of becoming a pilot was entering
his mind. Having never flown before and
being unsure as to how well he would
adapt to flying, John decided to test it out

Many accounts have been written
about fighter aces in the European
Theater of World War Two. When

the term “fighter ace” is used, we usually
think of the fighter pilot defending the

bombers from Luftwaffe fight-
ers during the diffi-

cult high-

altitude, long-range bombing missions
over Occupied Europe. However, as we
shall see, that is not the total portrait of
the fighter ace.

This is the story of a man who became
an ace even though his primary mission
was tactical reconnaissance in support of
Gen. Patton’s Third Army during its drive
across Europe. These TAC-R (Tactical
Reconnaissance) pilots flew in two-plane

formations and operated at alti-
tudes from 3500- to

6000-ft in

‘‘NEMESIS of the
MESSERSCHMITTS’’


